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Discussion Questions:
• How is it possible that the Christian 

movement can grow when people are trying 
to persecute or even kill Christians?

Lesson 11: Until Jesus Comes Again
Introduction: Patiently Waiting

The church continued to grow despite persecution and 
faithfully took the good news all over the world. The devil lost 
his hold on the world when Jesus died and resurrected. However, 
he was (and still is) a deceiver. The great adversary of God’s 
people adapted to the Christian Age. Through his evil influence, 
governments and individuals persecuted the church. Christians wait patiently 
for Jesus' return someday and live a lifestyle of faithfulness unto death.1

The New Testament Written Down
Many Jews, Gentiles, and even the Roman government did not like Christians. 

Many were killed or persecuted for their faith. The apostles also faced persecution and 
death. The Holy Spirit guided the apostles and other New Testament men of faith to 
write down the Gospel of Jesus and Christian teachings so that the Word of God could 
be passed on to all nations. In addition to four gospel accounts of Jesus' life, they 
wrote letters of Christian encouragement and instruction to different churches. 
These letters are also known as the epistles. There are twenty-two epistles in the 
New Testament. These epistles are meant to teach all Christians how to love and 
obey God, serve others, and stay faithful. The Bible says:

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.2 

With the New Testament written down, copies passed from church to church. 
The church of Christ had begun, had grown, and continues to grow to this day!  

1 See Christian Basics: What Do We Do After We Are Saved?
2  2 Timothy 3:16-17; For more information about how we got the 
Bible, please consider Pure and Simple Bible: The Bible Series. 
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Some Depart the Faith
Sadly, there is not only good news to tell about the Christian Age. Satan knew 

that their devotion to Jesus’ good news was strong. The devil used the same strategy 
that He tempted Eve with in the garden of Eden.  He cast doubt on God’s message. 
Through evil influence, false teachers and selfish Christians began to try to change 
the beliefs and practices of the church.3 The apostle Paul warned: 

“Now the Spirit expressly says that in the latter times some will 
depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines 
of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience 
seared with a hot iron…” 4

Faithful Christians stood up for what was right. They refused 
to be deceived by Satan nor agree with these false 
teachers. Because the false 
teachers would not quit, 
they departed from the 
faith and began churches 
of their own. Even though 
Jesus said that He would 
build the church5, others 
have created churches to 
meet their own desires.6 To this day, groups that do not obey what God commands 
or follow the teachings of a man are not part of the church that Jesus built. They 
take Jesus off the throne of their heart, and reign as kings themselves.

Faithful Christians Carry On
Even though the devil is busy influencing people into sin and spiritual death, 

Christians fight back by bringing the good news of Jesus: salvation and godly living. 
This spiritual war between Jesus’ good news and Satan’s evil influence will continue 
throughout the Christian Age. Through godly living, caring for the poor and weak, 
and sharing the gospel, Christians can expose sin and Satan for their evil ways.

The Christian faith is centered on evangelism, meaning the sharing of the good 
news of Jesus. Christians often move to new places and take the gospel with them. 
As the church grows around the world, more people are faithfully obeying Him. Jesus 
commissioned that His gospel be taken all over the world. He said:

Discussion Questions:
• Why are groups who do not practice what 

the Bible teaches or follow after a man not 
considered a part of the Lord's church?

3 See Christian Basics:  Deception
4 1 Timothy 4:1-2
5 Matthew 16:16-18
6 See Christian Basics: Six Common Misconceptions About Christianity
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Discussion Questions:
• Have you ever had something you really 

wanted but had to wait a long time to get it?
• Why do you think there is such a variety of 

beliefs about after death? 

Go therefore and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all things that I have commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to 
the end of the age.7  

Jesus gave a very specific command for Christians: Go and make disciples 
of all nations. Through salvation and edification (stated by Jesus as "baptize 
them" and "teach them"), people all over the world are faithfully awaiting the day 
that Jesus will come again. Until then, Christians remain faithful by spiritually 
growing through the Bible, godly living, and sharing the gospel with others. 

Faithful to Death
Christians have waited for Jesus' return for a long time. God has told us to be 

patient, because time is not the same to Him as it is to us. 

But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one 
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.8

 When Jesus said He is coming soon, it is not referring to measurable time, 
but a Heavenly guarantee: He will come again. Knowing this, Christians do their 
best to live their entire life in obedience to God. A life spent in service to God is 
worth an eternity of reward in Heaven!9 At the end of our life, what happens if we 
die and Jesus has not returned? What has happened to all those who have died 
before our time?

Mankind has devised answers for this question that are plentiful and diverse. 
Some people believe that we will simply cease to exist. They think that this life 
is all we have. Others believe that life is one great cycle of birth, life, death, and 
rebirth. They often believe in endless lives without ultimate reward. Still others 
believe that we will go to a place where we can change our final destination based 
on the amount of suffering that we do. And others believe that we will become 
gods ourselves. All these ideas above are the construct of man, not God. The Holy 
Spirit revealed in the Bible what will happen if we die before Jesus returns again. 

7 Matthew 28:19-20
8 2 Peter 3:8
9 2 Corinthians 4:17
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In Review: Until Jesus Comes Again
The Christian Age began with the apostles and other New Testament 

men writing down the inspired Word of God. It was passed from church to 
church. Satan continued to deceive and manipulate people. Tempted by desire 
or other sins, some have departed from (and still depart) the church to begin 
organizations of their own where they claim to believe in God but do not honor 
Him by submitting to His will. Christians faithfully continue to share the 
gospel, help the needy, and expose the devil and sin for the evil that they are.

The Bible explains that when we die, our chance for redemption has passed. 
A waiting place has been made where the souls wait for judgment. The series 
memory verse can act as a comfort for Christians who are considering the 
judgment to come. 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”—John 3:16

10 2 Timothy 2:11-13
11 Luke 16:22-23
12 Acts 2:31 
13 See Revelation 4-5
14 Luke 16:19-31

The Bible says that once we 
die, our chance for redemption 
has passed. If we are faithful to 
Him, He will be faithful to us. If 
we have denied Him, He will deny 
us.10 The Bible teaches that 
when we die, our soul goes to 
a waiting place called Hades.11 
Hades is a realm where the dead 
wait for the Day of Judgment. 
Jesus waited in Hades for three 
days from the time of His death to the 
moment of His resurrection.12

After His ascension, Jesus now reigns in Heaven with God the Father.13 
Therefore, Hades is not Heaven. There is a great gulf that separates the righteous 
and the unrighteous in Hades.  This gulf is so wide that none can cross to the 
other side.  The righteous dwell in a part of Hades called Paradise where there 
is peace and comfort. The unrighteous dwell in a part of Hades that is a place of 
torment and pain.14 While the living await Jesus' return on the earth, the dead 
wait in Hades until Jesus comes again.
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