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Abraham the Patriarch
One patriarch that God selected to be the trusted leader of God’s ways was Abraham.3 

He had faith in God in some ways that most humans will never have. When Genesis 
introduces him, his name is Abram. Later, God changed his name to Abraham which 

means Father of a Multitude.4  God called Abraham to leave all of his relatives and 
move to a new country. In faith, Abraham moved his wife Sarah and all 

their servants away from his family to a new land called Canaan.

The book of Genesis spends more time in Abraham’s family 
than on anything else. Of the fifty chapters of the book, Abraham’s 

family takes up thirty-nine chapters! Abraham had many adventures 
and trials in his life. He was a warrior, a shepherd, a business man, 
and a leader. Eventually, Abraham grew old. While he had been 
very successful and had great wealth, he had no child to whom he 
could pass his legacy. Abraham was ashamed because his name 
meant Father of a Multitude, but he could not have even one 
child. Though Abraham and his wife Sarah tried to make up 
their own way for Abraham to become a father, God had plans 
for them.5

Sarah was long past the time when a woman can naturally have children. 
However, God performed a miraculous pregnancy. The sadness and longing of 
Abraham and Sarah was replaced with the cries of a new baby. Abraham named

1 Job 1:3
2 See Appendix A: Three Spiritual Ages
3 Genesis 12-25
4 Genesis 17:5
5 Genesis 16:1-16, 18:1-15

Discussion Questions:
• What is a modern-day example of a Patriarch that 

you are familiar with?
• Abraham and Sarah could not have children for many 

years. What do you think that struggle was like?

Lesson 4: A Family of Faith
Introduction: An Age of Patriarchs

As time moved on, patriarchs often led their family and tribe. 
In Bible times, a patriarch was the father, grandfather, and leader 
of a large number of people. Even his employees and servants looked 
to him as their leader and elder. The patriarchs stood as mediator and 
spiritual leader between their family tribe and God. They often led 
sacrifices on behalf of their family or tribe.1 During this time, the 
Word of God was not yet written, so the common man required 
either direct revelation from heaven or a patriarch to guide them. 
The common man had only a narrow way to understand who 
God was and man’s purpose.2
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him Isaac, which means laughter. No doubt Abraham and Sarah laughed with 
delight and joy that God had blessed them in their old age with a son.6

Abraham Is Tested
As Isaac grew, God again called to Abraham. He was told to take Isaac whom 

he loved, and offer him as a sacrifice on an altar to the Lord.7 Abraham would 
have to kill his only son. Before we become horrified, we have to remember that 
God really did not want such a sacrifice. God wanted to test Abraham’s faith.

When they reached the place of sacrifice, Isaac helped Abraham build the altar. 
Then, Isaac found himself tied up and placed on top. No doubt, Abraham struggled 
greatly within his heart with anticipated guilt. Just as he raised 
the knife to deliver the deadly blow, the Angel of the Lord 
called out for him to stop: 

Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do 
anything to him; for now I know that 
you fear God, since you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, 
from Me.8

The Angel of the Lord provided a 
ram trapped in the bushes nearby as an 
alternative for Isaac. Abraham untied his 
son, took the ram, and sacrificed it on the 
altar to God. Abraham and Isaac returned home together, overwhelmed with relief.

Jesus Foreshadowed in God's Blessing
God called Abraham to go outside at night and look at the stars. God said:

I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous 
as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your 
descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and 
through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because 
you have obeyed me.9

6 Genesis 21:1-7 
7 See Genesis 22
8 Genesis 22:12
9 Genesis 22:17-19

Discussion Questions:
• Why would God test Abraham's faith in this way?
• How would you feel if you were Abraham?
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God’s plan of redemption continued through 
the age of the Patriarchs. From Adam to Noah 
to Abraham, God made covenants (agreements 
between two parties or persons) that blessed these 
great men of faith.10 He also showed His plan for 
the redemption of the world. Consider Abraham: 
He was called to sacrifice his son but later was able 
to release his son from certain death. God gave His 
only begotten Son to be sacrificed. 

The difference is that God did not release Jesus. 
He allowed Jesus to die on the cross. He died as a sacrifice for our 
sins.11  What an amazing God we serve! Consider this: God did not 
ask Abraham to do anything that He was not willing to do Himself! In 
fact, God allowed Abraham to escape from such pain. However, God 

went through the heartache because of how much He loves us.

Consider also the promise that God made to Abraham as he looked into the 
night sky. First, He promised that Abraham’s descendants would be as numerous 
as the stars in the sky. This figurative promise came true as Abraham would 
become the Patriarch of a mighty nation called Israel. God also promised that all 
peoples of the world would be blessed through Abraham.  Concerning Jesus, he 
would come as a descendant of Abraham.12 Through Jesus, the Christian message 
can reach all mankind and anyone can be saved by God’s grace through faith!13 
Truly the whole world is blessed because of Jesus Christ. Truly the whole world is 
blessed because of the faith of Abraham!

Abraham’s Family Still Struggled with Sin
The devil was as busy as ever, tempting and corrupting mankind. While the 

patriarchs led their families to call on the name of the Lord, these godly men 
struggled with sin. What mercy and patience the Lord must have had to work 
patiently with those who would sometimes defy Him! The promise of a Redeemer 
and Messiah could not come soon enough!

 Patriarchs like Abraham did not always do the right thing, and it is important 
that we know that.14 They were human, not super human. These people were 
tempted, and sometimes gave in to sin. Their decisions to defy God and obey Self 
are recorded in the Bible as examples and warnings for us.

10 See Christian Basics: When God Makes a Covenant
11 1 John 2:2
12 Matthew 1:1-17, Luke 3:23-28
13 Matthew 28:19-20, Romans 1:16
14 Genesis 12:10-20, Romans 15:4

Discussion Questions:
• In the example of God, Abraham, and their sons, 

what is one of the differences between God and 
Abraham?

• Why should we learn about the sins of Abraham?

4.1
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Not once but twice, Abraham was afraid that others 
would kill him in jealousy for his beautiful wife. So,   he 
deceived others by pretending she was his sister.15 His 
cowardly actions were learned by his son, Isaac. As an 
adult, Isaac once feared for his life and also deceived 
others into believing that his wife was his sister.16  
Abraham’s grandson Jacob lied about his identity to 
trick his own father into blessing him with the family 
inheritance instead of his older brother!17 Abraham’s 
great grandsons sold their own brother into slavery and 
lied to their father, claiming that this son was dead!18

Abraham’s Family Grew into a Small Nation
After Abraham died, his family steadily grew. God gave this family the name 

Israel which means God prevails.19 It means that Israel would be a blessed nation 
by which God would bless the world.20 The small Israelite nation was surrounded 
by greater and wicked peoples. God knew that if they stayed in Canaan, they 
would be influenced too greatly by sin, and so God led the descendants of Abraham 
down to the land of Egypt. Here they would grow for more than 400 years.

In Review: A Family of Faith
During these times, patriarchs such as Abraham stood as spiritual leaders 

between their family tribe and God. God promised Abraham that the world 
would be blessed through his offspring; the Bible will show that Jesus fulfills 
the promise of God! These men of faith sometimes chose to defy God and obey 
Self.  They are examples for us that all humans need spiritual help and cannot 
save themselves. Finally, God led the descendants of Abraham down to the land 
of Egypt where they grew into a nation. With God’s promise to Abraham, the 
series memory verse finds yet another way to prove God’s great plan and His 
great love for us all: 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”—John 3:16

15 Genesis 20:1-18
16 See Genesis 26
17 See Genesis 27
18 See Genesis 37
19 Genesis 32:28
20 See Christian Basics: Is Israel Still God's Chosen Nation Today?




