
50

The Christ is Born!
The prophets had long foretold God’s plan, including where the Savior would be born!

But you, O Bethlehem … from you shall come forth for me one who is to 
be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.2 

A young Jewish woman named Mary was betrothed to a Jew named Joseph. 
One night as she slept, an angel from God came. He said that by 
the Spirit of the Lord, she would become miraculously pregnant 
even though she was a virgin.3 This Child was the long awaited 
Messiah and Redeemer. He was to be named Jesus. Even 
though there were many struggles, she accepted God’s will 
to become the mother of the Messiah. Mary gave birth to 
Jesus in Bethlehem. Jesus fulfilled the birth prophecy from 
hundreds of years prior! 

Jesus Begins His Ministry 
The Bible books that tell about Jesus’ life are Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 

John. They are called The Gospels. Gospel means good news and presents the 
life, work, and sacrifice of Jesus as the good news for everyone to hear. Jesus was 
thirty years old when he began His gospel ministry.  He started by being baptized.  
When Jesus came out of the water, Heaven itself opened at the joyous event:

1 John 1:14,14; See also Philippians 2
2 Micah 5:2 ESV
3 See Christian Basics: Why does the Virgin Birth Matter?

Discussion Questions:
• How would you think Mary felt when she received 

this amazing news? How about Joseph?
• How would you respond if God called you to 

perform a special work?

Lesson 7: The Life of Jesus
Introduction: At Just the Right Time

The prophets of God were silent for 400 years. The remnant of 
God’s people were now called Jews. They were living under the cruel 
occupation of a powerful country called Rome. The consequences of sin 
and rebellion weighed heavy on the Jewish people. They longed for the 
promised Messiah to come and free them. 

Meanwhile, God had been preparing for the redemption of man 
from sin. Before His arrival on Earth, Jesus was with the Father in 
Heaven as part of the eternal God.  He was “the Word that became flesh.”1  That 
means He left the perfection of Heaven to live among men. 
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And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, 
and a voice came from heaven which said, “You are My beloved 
Son; in You I am well pleased.”4 

Jesus also gathered disciples to Him from 
different backgrounds. Some were poor fishermen. 
Others were political, and one was a tax collector. 
Twelve of these men became Jesus’ apostles.5 
They learned and watched in order to help the 
church after Jesus’ ministry was finished. In 
addition to this, there were women of great 
faith who provided for the financial needs of 
Jesus and the disciples.6 

The Great Teacher
The Gospels are full of the teachings of Jesus. We can see the greatest sermon 

ever preached, the Sermon on the Mount.7 Jesus used opportunities like this 
to teach people about His mission and the purpose for their lives. He wanted 
everyone to know the Way that God planned to redeem mankind. Sometimes, He 
taught only a few people. Other times He taught thousands.  As His ministry grew 
in popularity, people came from near and far to see Jesus. Jesus taught by giving 
common examples. Since many were farmers and country folk, he often taught 
lessons that used farming and fishing as the example.8 

Many of the religious leaders of the Jews began to be jealous of Jesus' popularity. 
They did not like that Jesus was not properly schooled like they were and yet He 

had a perfect understanding of the Law of Moses. They did not like that 
He was more popular than they were with the common people. They 

also did not like that Jesus 
preached that He came 
from Heaven and was equal 
with God the Father. They 
thought Jesus was a false 
teacher, and they began to 
plot how to get rid of Him.

4 Luke 3:22; Christian Basics:  Why Does the Baptism of Jesus Matter?
5 John 1:35-51, Matthew 4:18-22, 9:9-13, 10:1-4
6 Luke 8:1-3
7 Matthew 5-7
8 Matthew 13:1-23

Discussion Questions:
• Why do you think Jesus chose such different types of 

men to be His disciples?
• Why do you think Jesus would use stories about 

farming to teach people about God?

!
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The Great Miracle Worker
Jesus performed miracles to show that He had power and authority 

from Heaven.9 He healed the sick. He gave blind people their sight. 
He gave the deaf the ability to hear. He brought dead people back to 

life! All of these miracles were intended to show people that He 
had the authority of God. The Jewish religious leaders were 

also envious of Jesus' miracles. They ignored the obvious 
power of God and tried to say that it was the devil who 
gave Jesus special powers. They blinded themselves 
to the truth: Jesus' miraculous power demonstrated 

God’s superior power over the devil!
A Life Without Sin

The life of Jesus is remarkable because He never sinned!10 He followed the 
Law of Moses perfectly and never committed an act of disobedience! The devil 
even visited Jesus to personally tempt Him to sin but was unable to sway Jesus' 
goodness. Because He was tempted yet did not sin, Jesus can sympathize with us 
when we struggle with temptation.

The sinless life of Jesus was necessary because of God's pattern of sacrifice. In 
the Law of Moses, priests offered sacrifices to God using animals without blemish. 
These pure and spotless animals were intended to show that God would forgive 
the sins of men when an innocent sacrifice was offered in its place. The animals 
foreshadowed Jesus, the sinless and perfect sacrifice.

Conspiracy
After three years of preaching, Jesus came into Jerusalem one last time. He 

entered the temple, the holy place of worship for the Jews. Unfortunately, many 
people had started doing business in the temple. They were exchanging money and 
selling merchandise there. Jesus was angry that the people were not honoring God. 
He began turning over the tables of money and ran out the money changers. He 
rebuked the religious leaders for preaching but not obeying God's commands.11

This rebuke made the Jewish leaders even angrier. Jesus' words made them 
look bad. They wanted to kill Him, but they could not find an opportunity. They 
were afraid of the people who seemed to love Jesus. They began to form a plan to 
get rid of this man who had caused them so much trouble.

9 Examples of Miracles: Mathew 9, Mark 7, John 9, 11
10 See: Matthew 4:1-11, 2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 2:22, Hebrews 
4:15; 7-10; Christian Basics:  Why Does A Sinless Savior Matter?
11 Matthew 23; Luke 19:45-48

Discussion Questions:
• Why do you think the Jewish religious leaders 

hated Jesus so much?
• Have you ever had conflict with others 

because of envy or jealousy?
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Betrayal
One of Jesus’ disciples was named Judas Iscariot. The Jewish leaders were 

able to convince Judas to betray Jesus.  The Bible gives little detail about his 
motive, but we can know this: Judas was not tricked. While he was influenced by 
the devil,  Judas chose to betray Jesus. He went to the religious leaders in secret. 
He asked how much they would be willing to pay if he handed Jesus over to them. 
They counted out thirty pieces of silver and gave it to Judas. He left and waited 
for an opportunity to betray Jesus. Hundreds of years before this happened, God 
inspired a man named Zechariah to make a prophecy about the betrayal:

So they weighed out for my wages 
thirty pieces of silver. And the Lord 
said to me, “Throw it to the Potter.” 
– that princely price they set on me. 
So I took the thirty pieces of silver 
and threw them into the house of 
the Lord for the potter.12

In Review: The Life of Jesus
At just the right time, Jesus was born into the world. His miraculous birth 

was prophesied hundreds of years and then happened exactly as was foreseen. 
His ministry was highlighted by great moral teachings and great miracles. 
Growing jealousy led the Jewish religious leaders to bribe His own disciple 
Judas to conspire against Him. As prophesied, Judas took thirty pieces of silver 
and waited for an opportunity. The Life of Jesus is so great that the apostle 
John said there was too much to write down:

And there are many other things that Jesus did, which if they 
were written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself could 
not contain the books that would be written.13

When you think about everything Jesus did, it’s amazing to know how much 
He accomplished in just three years of ministry! Now that we have learned 
about Jesus’ life, perhaps we can appreciate this verse even more:

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”—John 3:16

12 Zechariah 11:12-13
13 John 21:25
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